
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/687,171 



22879 



10/16/2003 



Steven S. Homer 



7590 



12/23/2005 



HEWLETT PACKARD COMPANY 
P O BOX 272400, 3404 E. HARMONY ROAD 
INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY ADMINISTRATION 
FORT COLLINS, CO 80527-2400 



200309433-1 



6810 



EXAMINER 



PIGGUSH, AARON C 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2838 

DATE MAILED: 12/23/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev, 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 
10/687.171 


Applicant(s) 

HOMER, STEVEN S. 


Examiner 

Aaron Piggush 


Art Unit 

2838 





~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Paris (US 
2001/0008721). 

With respect to claim 1, Fans discloses a portable computer, comprising: 
a housing having a battery bay (639 and 639C in Fig. 6A); and 

a battery module adapted to removeably fit into the battery bay (640 in Fig. 6A and 6B 
and Fig. 8 A), wherein the battery module comprises at least one battery cell adapted to provide 
power (641 in Fig. 6 A and 6B and Fig. 8B and 655 in Fig. 7 A) and at least one storage 
compartment located adjacent the battery cell (Fig. 8B and 643 in Fig. 6 A and pg 6 para 0062 In 
8-12). 

With respect to claim 2, Fans discloses the portable computer as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the battery module comprises three separate batteries (bottom portion of Fig. 8B and pg 
6 para 0062 In 5-7). 

With respect to claim 3, Faris discloses the portable computer as recited in claim 2, 
wherein the three battery cells are electrically coupled to an electrical contact, wherein the 
electrical contact is adapted to connect to an ancillary electronic device (680 in Fig. 8A and 662 
and 665 in Fig. 7A). 
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With respect to claim 4, Paris discloses the portable computer as recited in claim 2, 
wherein the storage compartment is formed as a recess in the battery module (Pig. 8B and pg 6 
para 0062 In 10-12). 

With respect to claim 5, Paris discloses the portable computer as recited in claim 4, 
wherein the storage compartment has a rectangular shape (670 in Pig. 8A and 643 in Pig. 6A). 

With respect to claim 6, Paris discloses the portable computer as recited in claim 5, 
wherein the storage compartment is sized to hold a plurahty of business cards (670 and 671 in 
Pig. 8A and Pig. 8B). 

With respect to claim 7, Paris discloses the portable computer as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the battery module comprises a cover adapted to provide access to the storage 
compartment (67 IB in Pig. 8 A). 

With respect to claims 8 and 9, the method steps will be met during the normal operation 
of the invention described above by Paris (Pig. 8A, 8B, 6A, and 6B). 

With respect. to claim 10, Paris discloses the method as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
battery comprises three battery cells located adjacent the storage compartment (Pig. 8B). 

With respect to claim 11, Paris discloses the method as recited in claim 9, wherein the act 
of interchanging comprises the act of interchanging the battery module with the second battery 
module having at least six cells (Pig. 8B). 

With respect to claim 12, Paris discloses the method as recited in claim 8, comprising the 
act of enclosing the storage compartment with a pivotable cover operable between open and 
closes positions (67 IB in Pig. 8 A and 8B). 
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With respect to claim 13, Paris discloses the method as recited in claim 8, wherein the 
battery bay is located in a bottom region of the portable computer (640 in Fig. 6A). 
With respect to claim 14, Paris discloses an electronic device, comprising: 
a housing (610 in Fig. 1 A and 639 in Fig, 6A); 

a battery bay formed in the housing (612 in Fig. IB and 639C in Fig. 6A); 

a module removeably coupled to the battery bay, the module comprising a battery cell 
and a storage compartment adjacent the battery cell (61 1, 613, and 614 in Fig. IB and 640 and 
643 in Fig. 6A, 6B, and 8B). 

With respect to claim 15, Paris discloses the device as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
battery is configured to accept at least three battery cells (pg 4 para 0051 In 7-10 and 627A-627D 
in Fig. 3A and Fig. 8B). 

With respect to claim 16, Paris discloses the device as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
storage compartment comprises a cover to selectively enclose the storage compartment (615 in 
Fig. IB and 671 in Pig. 8 A and 8B). 

With respect to claim 17, Paris discloses the device as recited in claim 16, wherein the 
cover is pivotable between an opened position and a closed position (615 in Fig. IB and 671 in 
Fig. 8A and 8B). 

With respect to claim 18, Paris discloses the device as recited in claim 14, wherein the 
storage compartment is sized to hold a plurality of business cards (614 in Fig. IB and 670 and 
671 in Fig. 8 A and 8B). 
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Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed October 21 , 2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to claims 1, 8, and 14, applicant argues that Paris (US 2001/0008721) does 
not teach or suggest a battery module that "comprises ... at least one storage compartment." The 
applicant further argues that the fuel cell power module and the storage compartment are not 
remotely near each other or adjacent. 

The examiner respectfully disagrees for the following reasons: Fig. 8B, as cited in the 
previous office action, shows a plurality of fuel cards (no. 641) which are releasably mounted 
within the module (para 0071), and therefore, the module also acts as a storage compartment 
wherein the storage areas are adjacent the battery cell and also located within the battery module. 
Additionally, the storage compartment (no. 643) of Pig. 6A is located directly adjacent the 
battery cell (no. 641). As cited in the previous office action, Paris discloses that the storage 
compartment can be integrally formed within the power consuming device or affixed to the 
exterior surface of the battery bay (para 0062), both of which would be considered adjacent the 
battery cell. 

As written, the applicant's claim does not recite that the storage compartment is located 
within the battery module, just that the module comprises the cell and the storage compartment. 
Purthermore, the rejection of the claims using Pig. 8B and 8 A, as explained above, cover such a 
situation where the module contains the cell and the storage compartment. 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron Piggush whose telephone number is 571-272-5978. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5 :00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Karl Easthom can be reached on 571-272-1989. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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